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Using the Home Learning Materials 

The materials

• Each reading booklet contains a key text and suggested activities that can be used to 
develop comprehension and understanding. 

• The sequence should take no more than 1 hour to complete, it could be completed in 
two 30 mins sessions or four 15 minute sessions.

• Reading for pleasure, fluency and stamina should be developed through regular 
sustained reading using the books identified by the school.

How to use

• Read the instructions carefully before you start a task.  

• Each sequence contains simple explanations and examples to help you.

How can parents, carers and siblings help?

• Read the extracts aloud with your child

• Check your child understands any new or unfamiliar vocabulary

• Adapt any of the resources and materials as you feel necessary to support your 
child's needs
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Reading comprehension sequence

This sequence is developed around an extract from ‘The Train to Impossible places’ by 

P.G. Bell.

Teaching sequence:

1) Prediction using knowledge of books and the world

2) Read with fluency and expression

3) Make inferences about a character

4) Quick quiz!
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If a copy of the text is unavailable, 
follow this link to 
lovereading4kids.co.uk where you 
can download a free extract:

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/
extract/15829/The-Train-to-
Impossible-Places-by-P-G-Bell.html

The Train to Impossible Places, by P.G. Bell

lovereading4kids.co.uk
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/extract/15829/The-Train-to-Impossible-Places-by-P-G-Bell.html
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Where do you 
think this story is 

set?

When might the 
story be set?

What type of 
story do you think 

this is going to 
be?

What might the 
main characters 

be like?

1 - Prediction

Using clues from the front cover explain your predictions.
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2 - Read with fluency and expression

Read and enjoy together the 

first chapter, reprinted on the 

next two pages.

Focus on:

➢ Expression & volume

➢ Phrasing

➢ Smoothness

➢ Pace
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“What was 
that?” she asked

“You’ve been 
overdoing the 
homework 
again,” said her 
fatherNone of her 

friends shared 
her enthusiasm The homework 

was pretty 
simple.

She was fairly confident
she had the answers 
right, but would need 
Mr Marchwood to 
confirm them

She decided not to 
disturb her parents. 
“Goodnight,” she 
whispered

3 - Make inferences about a character.

What do these extracts from the text tell you about the main character, Suzy?

Write what you infer inside the character outline.  For example, you might infer 

that she likes doing homework.
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4 – Quick Quiz

Read the text over the following two pages and discuss the linked questions.  

There is no requirement to write the answers formally but you may wish to print 

and annotate the text with the evidence which backs up the answers. 
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What phrase tells us that 
Suzy is worried even 
though there seems to 
have been nothing that 
woke her up?

What is unusual about 
the clouds when she 
looks out of the window?

What do you think woke 
Suzy up?
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What word suggests that the metal is shiny?

What clues in the text tell you that the person was not 
expecting Suzy to be there?

Based on what you have read so far, what do you think will 
happen next in the story?



HIAS English team
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The HIAS English team offer a wide range of high-quality services to support 

schools in improving outcomes for learners, including courses, bespoke 

consultancy and in-house training.  

During the current school closures, we are still offering school support 

in a variety of ways such as video conferencing, phone calls and 

bespoke creation of resources remotely.  Coming soon will be teacher 

training via virtual classrooms.  We would be happy to discuss your 

needs.

For further details referring to English, please contact:

Emma Tarrant : emma.tarrant@hants.gov.uk

For further details on the full range of services available please contact us 

using the following details:

Tel: 01962 874820 or email: hias.enquiries@hants.gov.uk

mailto:emma.tarrant@hants.gov.uk
mailto:hias.enquiries@hants.gov.uk

